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      Accelerated atherosclerosis is a recognised leading cause of morbidity and mortality in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE),1 and therefore the identification of patients with SLE at risk for cardiovascular (CV) events is important. However, the mechanisms of premature atherosclerosis associated with SLE are still unknown, with lupus itself a possible candidate and the role of traditional and non-traditional risk factors still uncertain.2–4 It has been recently suggested that mechanisms inherent to SLE might predispose the vascular wall to acceleration of the atherosclerotic process through traditional risk factors.5

    

      METHODS AND RESULTS

      We performed high resolution carotid ultrasonography in 48 consecutive patients (43 women, 5 men, aged 19–77 years) fulfilling the American Rheumatism Association criteria … 
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